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A Memorial Service for Casualties of the 1783 Eruption, Traditionally Held at Kambara
on the Northern Flank of Asama Volcano

Yasuyo MIEDA* and Yukio HAYAKAWA™
Faculty of Education, Gunma University, Aramaki 4-2, Maebashi, 371-8510 Japan

Villagers at Kambara on the northern flank of Asama volcano have been holding a memorial service for casualties
of the August 1783 eruption. In the village, 477 people were killed by a debris avalanche. Only 93 people survived.
The service, an invocation Namu Amida Butsu, is held on 7th and 16th days every month in a villager's residence.
It is passed to the next house and makes a circuit in seven years and a little. The service goes back to the 33rd
anniversary of the eruption, i.e., August 1815. Since then, it has been succeeded for almost 200 years without
interruption even during the Second World War. More recently in 1979, a volunteer group was organized in order
to guide and treat tourists rushing to Kambara Kannon shrine, where two women bodies buried by the avalanche
have been excavated at the very base of the stone steps.
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